
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IS AGGLOMERATION REALLY GOOD FOR GROWTH? GLOBAL 

EFFICIENCY, INTERREGIONAL EQUITY AND UNEVEN 
GROWTH 

 
 

Fabio Cerina 
Francesco Mureddu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORKING PAPERS 
 
 
 

2 0 0 9 / 1 3  
 
 
  

C O N T R I B U T I  D I  R I C E R C A  C R E N O S  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FISCALITÀ LOCALE E TURISMO 
LA PERCEZIONE DELL’IMPOSTA DI SOGGIORNO E DELLA 

TUTELA AMBIENTALE A VILLASIMIUS 
 
 

Carlo Perelli 
Giovanni Sistu 
Andrea Zara 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUADERNI DI LAVORO 
 
 
 

2 0 1 1 / 0 1

T E M I  E C O N O M I C I  D E L L A  S A R D E G N A  
 

!"#!$

Maria Giovanna  Brandano


Maria Giovanna  Brandano




C E N T R O  R I C E R C H E  E C O N O M I C H E  N O R D  S U D  
( C R E N O S )  

U N I V E R S I T À  D I  C A G L I A R I  
U N I V E R S I T À  D I  S A S S A R I  

 
 
 

C R E N O S  w a s  s e t  u p  i n  1 9 9 3  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  o r g a n i s i n g  t h e  j o i n t  r e s e a r c h  
e f f o r t  o f  e c o n o m i s t s  f r o m  t h e  t w o  S a r d i n i a n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  ( C a g l i a r i  a n d  S a s s a r i )  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  d u a l i s m  a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  l e v e l .  C R E N o S ’  p r i m a r y  
a i m  i s  t o  i m p r o v e  k n o w l e d g e  o n  t h e  e c o n o m i c  g a p  b e t w e e n  a r e a s  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  
u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  p o l i c y  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  P a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  i s  p a i d  t o  t h e  
r o l e  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p r o g r e s s  a n d  d i f f u s i o n  o f  i n n o v a t i o n  i n  t h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  c o n v e r g e n c e  o r  d i v e r g e n c e  b e t w e e n  e c o n o m i c  a r e a s .  T o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  
r e s e a r c h ,  C R E N o S  c o l l a b o r a t e s  w i t h  r e s e a r c h  c e n t r e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a t  b o t h  
n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  T h e  c e n t r e  i s  a l s o  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  
s c i e n t i f i c  d i s s e m i n a t i o n ,  o r g a n i z i n g  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  w o r k s h o p s  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  
a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  s e m i n a r s  a n d  s u m m e r  s c h o o l s .    
C R E N o S  c r e a t e s  a n d  m a n a g e s  s e v e r a l  d a t a b a s e s  o f  v a r i o u s  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  
v a r i a b l e s  o n  I t a l y  a n d  S a r d i n i a .  A t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l ,  C R E N o S  p r o m o t e s  a n d  
p a r t i c i p a t e s  t o  p r o j e c t s  i m p a c t i n g  o n  t h e  m o s t  r e l e v a n t  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  S a r d i n i a n  
e c o n o m y ,  s u c h  a s  t o u r i s m ,  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t r a n s p o r t s  a n d  m a c r o e c o n o m i c  
f o r e c a s t s .  
 
w w w . c r e n o s . i t  
i n f o @ c r e n o s . i t  
 
 
 
 

C R E N O S  –  C A G L I A R I  
V I A  S A N  G I O R G I O  1 2 ,  I - 0 9 1 0 0  C A G L I A R I ,  I T A L I A  

T E L .  + 3 9 - 0 7 0 - 6 7 5 6 4 0 6 ;  F A X  + 3 9 - 0 7 0 -  6 7 5 6 4 0 2  
 

C R E N O S  -  S A S S A R I  
V I A  T O R R E  T O N D A  3 4 ,  I - 0 7 1 0 0  S A S S A R I ,  I T A L I A  

T E L .  + 3 9 - 0 7 9 - 2 0 1 7 3 0 1 ;  F A X  + 3 9 - 0 7 9 - 2 0 1 7 3 1 2  
 
 
 
 
 
T i t l e :  IS  AGGLOMERAT ION REALLY  GOOD FOR  GROWTH?  GLOBAL  EFF IC IENCY ,  INTERREGIONAL  
EQUITY  AND UNEVEN GROWTH  
 
I SBN:  978  88  84  67  558  3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P r ima  Ed i z i one :  Novembre  2009  
Seconda  Ed i z i one :  Agos to  2010  
Te rza  Ed i z i one :  Lug l i o  2012  
Ed i z i one  f i na l e :  Agos to  2014  
 
 
 
© CUEC 2009 
V i a  I s  M i r r i o n i s , 1 
09123 C a g l i a r i 
T e l . / F a x 070 291201 
w w w . c u e c . i t 

Maria Giovanna  Brandano


Maria Giovanna  Brandano


Maria Giovanna  Brandano


Maria Giovanna  Brandano


Maria Giovanna  Brandano


Maria Giovanna  Brandano


Maria Giovanna  Brandano




Is Agglomeration really good for Growth?
Global Efficiency, Interregional Equity and Uneven Growth∗

Fabio Cerina
University of Cagliari and CRENoS

Francesco Mureddu
CRENoS and ASSBE

This version July 2014
Forthcoming in the Journal of Urban Economics

Abstract

According to NEG literature, spatial concentration of industrial activities increases growth at the
regional and aggregate level without generating regional growth differentials. This view is not sup-
ported by the data. We extend the canonical model with an additional sector producing non-tradable
goods which benefits from localized knowledge spillovers coming from the R&D performing industrial
sector. This view, motivated by the evidence, generates both an anti-growth and a pro-growth effect
of agglomeration for both the deindustrializing and the industrializing regions and leads to two novel
results: 1) when agglomeration takes place, growth is lower in the periphery; 2) agglomeration may
have a negative effect on the growth rate of real income, both at the regional and at the aggregate
level. Our conclusions have relevant policy implications: contrary to the standard view, current EU
and US regional policies favouring industrial dispersion might be welfare-improving both at the re-
gional and the aggregate level and may reduce regional income disparities.
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1 Introduction

An important aspect of new economic geography literature is the direct link between theoretical results
and regional policy rules. One of the policy implications that can be drawn from some of these models
(surveyed by Baldwin et al. (2004)) is particularly surprising at first sight: it is possible to increase the
long-run aggregate economic growth and at the same time, leave it uniform across regions by promoting
policies aimed at favouring the agglomeration of the increasing-return sector activities in only one region.
This conclusion is shared by many works belonging to a research programme - which we will dub as New
Economic Geography and Growth (NEGG) - emerged in the late 1990s and inaugurated by Martin and
Ottaviano (1999), who were the first to add endogenous growth features à la Romer (1990) to a version
of the Krugman (1991) core-periphery model.

This rather optimistic view stems from the lack of any anti-growth effect of agglomeration for both the
industrializing and the deindustrializing region. On the one hand, spatial concentration is good for growth
because of localized intertemporal knowledge spillovers within the innovating sector: when the spatial
range of knowledge spillovers from the R&D activity is limited in space, concentrating the industrial
sector in only one region will minimize the cost of innovation and, then, maximize overall growth. This
implies that regional policies favouring industrial dispersion, for instance improving infrastructures in the
poor region in order to attract firms, may not generate the equilibrium firms’ allocation most favorable to
aggregate growth. Hence, policy makers may be forced to choose between supporting lagging regions and
promoting growth at the national level (Martin 1999). On the other hand, although when agglomeration
takes place knowledge capital stock grows at different rates in the two regions, regional real incomes always
grow at the same rate so that real growth rate differential is nil whatever the degree of agglomeration.
The reason is a “terms of trade effect”. Thanks to the technological progress in the industrial sector, the
price index of the manufacturing goods decreases faster than the price of the agricultural good. This
implies that the relative value of the commodity which the periphery specializes in - agricultural good -
increases overtime, making the periphery’s imports of manufacturing goods cheaper. As a result, the real
income of the periphery grows at the same rate as the core1. Remarkably, these results are are unaffected
by changes in factors mobility2.

Unfortunately, the empirical evidence does not support these predictions. Brühlart and Sbergami
(2009) investigate the impact of within-country spatial concentration of economic activity on country-
level growth. They find evidence that supports the so-called “Williamson hypothesis” (Williamson, 1965)
according to which agglomeration boosts growth only up to a certain level of economic development3.
The trade-off between growth and inter-regional equality may then gradually lose its relevance as the
economy continues to grow. Henderson’s (2003) analysis of the impact of urbanization on growth is also
supportive of the Williamson hypothesis: he finds that urbanization per se has no significant growth-
promoting effect, but that urban primacy (the share of a country’s largest city) is good for growth in
low-income countries.4 As for regional growth differentials, the increasing regional disparities within
European countries, which followed the spatial concentration trend during the 80s, is a widely accepted
stylized fact (Puga, 2002). Moreover, a relevant number of works (Gardiner et al. (2004), Giannetti

1As shown by Cerina and Pigliaru (2007), this rather optimistic result crucially depends on the Cobb-Douglas specifica-
tion of the individual preferences between the two kinds of goods.

2The absence of trade-off between aggregate growth and interregional equity and the absence of regional real growth
differentials are confirmed either when capital is assumed to be interregionally mobile (as in Martin and Ottaviano (1999) or
Martin (1999)) or when it is assumed to be interregionally immobile (as in Baldwin et al. (2001), Bellone and Maupertuis
(2003)) and either when labor is mobile between regions (as in Baldwin and Forslid (2000) and Fujita and Thisse (2003))
or when it is not (as in all the other cited papers).

3Roughly the current per-capita income level of Brasil and Bulgaria.
4Also Henderson et al. (2001) and Sbergami (2002) do not support the growth-promoting effect of agglomeration.
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(2002), Paci and Pigliaru (2002) among others) show that western EU regions exhibit divergence in real
growth rates and this divergence reduces the aggregate growth rate in some countries (like Italy and
France).

In this paper we show that NEG theory might still be able to account for such evidence once non-
tradable products are introduced in the analysis. As is well known, the largest share of GDP in middle
and high income countries is, by far, represented by the production of non-tradable goods. Despite its
importance in the world economy, NEG literature has never dedicated particular attention to this category
of products. Yet, non tradable goods have an exclusive characteristic which should be of interest for any
location theory of economic activity: unlike most industrial and agricultural goods, they cannot be
consumed (too) far away from the location where they are produced. This fact is rich in consequences if
there is any kind of local interdependency between the non-tradable sector and the rest of the economy.

We explore this possibility by building a model which extends the literature along the following
lines: we add an additional sector producing non-tradable products (call it “services”) whose productivity
benefits from a positive externality coming from the local and, to a lesser extent, from the foreign stock
of knowledge capital. This externality might be justified in several ways but the most natural way to
do it is to assume that - beside the industrial sector - also the non-tradable sector may enjoy localized
intersectoral knowledge spillovers from the R&D output. By generating an additional pro-growth effect
and a novel anti-growth effect of agglomeration for both the deindustrializing and the industrializing
region, the introduction of such sector leads to two novel results: 1) regional growth rates of real income
differ when agglomeration takes place, being lower in the periphery; 2) agglomeration may have a negative
effect on the growth rate of real income, both at the regional and at the aggregate level.

The first result introduces the possibility of ever-increasing regional disparities and occurs because
firms have no incentive to invest in knowledge in the deindustrializing region. As a consequence, because
of localized intersectoral knowledge spillovers, peripheral consumers enjoy a slower decrease in the price
of the non-tradable goods since, by definition, their regional price dynamics follow different paths.

The second result means that agglomeration might be bad for growth for the periphery, the core
and at the aggregate level. In particular, the economy as a whole might suffer a dynamic loss from
agglomeration, meaning that aggregate growth and interregional equity do not necessarily conflict. That
happens when: 1) the spatial range of the intrasectoral spillovers within the R&D sector, 2) the strength of
the external benefit of local and foreign knowledge capital on non-tradable sector productivity and 3) the
expenditure share of non-tradable goods are all large enough. When these conditions hold true, the loss
of productivity suffered by the deindustrialized region (and possibly but less likely by the industrialized
region) is not compensated, at the aggregate level, by the reduced cost of innovation due to higher
spatial concentration of knowledge capital. Therefore, aggregate real growth is lower when industrial
agglomeration takes place.

If we consider that the stylized facts on structural change (Kuznets 1973, Buera and Kaboski 2009)
and on the technology of knowledge diffusion (Baldwin et al., 2001, Keller 2002) suggest that all these
parameters increase as the economy reaches more advanced stages of development, then our model offers
a natural mechanism to reduce the gap between theory and data, particularly in advanced countries.

From the policy perspective, an interesting application of our model is given by the current European
Regional Policies. As clearly stated in official documents of the EU Commission, the explicit goal of
EU regional policy appears to be not simply to redistribute income between rich and poor regions, but
to attract production to peripheral locations5. This goal is all the more confirmed by the fact that a

5Consider, for instance, the Second Cohesion Report: “The Treaty [of the European Community], by making explicit
the aim of reducing disparities in economic development, implicitly requires that EU policies, and cohesion measures in
particular, should influence factor endowment and resource allocation and, in turn, promote economic growth. More
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substantial share of the budget of EU regional policies (which by themselves amount to one third of
the total EU budget), consists of direct or indirect subsidies to private firms located in poor regions
(Dupont and Martin 2006). We believe that our results might have important consequences for policy
makers: if we accept that the presence of a non-tradable sector which benefits from the local innovating
sector (e.g.: innovating and financial services, health, education, military services, technical support, IT
services, retail, communications, real estate and housing) is a realistic feature of the economy, then policies
that favor agglomeration may generate ever-increasing regional inequalities and may be detrimental to
overall growth. In our paper we formalize the conditions under which pro-dispersion policies are good
for aggregate real growth. In other words, while other NEGG works raise relevant doubts regarding the
efficiency of EU regional policies, we provide a theoretical framework where EU policies might be justified
on the basis of both equity and efficiency arguments. In doing so, we also provide a candidate explanation
for the recent empirical findings by Busillo et al. (2010) who show, using a regression discontinuity design
approach, that Cohesion policies have had a positive growth effect on EU poorest regions.

The paper will proceed as follows: in section 2 we present the analytical framework and provide
empirical motivation for our key assumptions. Section 3 is dedicated to the stability analysis of locational
equilibria. Section 4 develops the analysis of regional and aggregate real growth while section 5 analyses
in detail the trade-off between global efficiency and interregional equity. Finally, section 6 concludes.

2 The Analytical Framework

2.1 The Structure of the Economy

We assume two symmetric regions in terms of technology, preferences, transport costs and initial endow-
ments. Each region is endowed with two production factors: labor L and capital K. Four production
sectors are active in each region: modern (manufacture or industrial) M, traditional (agriculture) T , a
capital producing sector I and a service producing sector S. Labor is assumed to be immobile across
regions but mobile across sectors within the same region. The traditional good is freely traded between
regions, manufactures are subject to iceberg trade costs, while services cannot be traded at all. For the
sake of simplicity, we will mainly focus on the Northern region6.

The manufactures are produced under Dixit-Stiglitz monopolistic competition (Dixit and Stiglitz,
1977) and enjoy increasing returns to scale: firms face a fixed cost in terms of knowledge capital so that
producing a variety requires a unit of knowledge interpreted as a blueprint, an idea, a new technology,
a patent, a machine or even a particular entrepreneurial skill. Moreover firms face a variable cost aM in
terms of labor. Thereby the cost function is π + wMaMxi, where π is the rental rate of capital, wM is
the wage rate in the M−sector and aM are the units of labor necessary to produce a unit of output xi.

Each region’s K is created by its I-sector which produces one unit of K with aI units of labor. So
the production and marginal cost function for the I-sector are, respectively:

K̇ = QK =
LI
aI

(1)

F = wIaI (2)

Note that this capital unit in equilibrium is also the fixed cost F of the manufacturing sector. As one
capital unit is required to start a new variety, the number of varieties and of firms at the world level is
simply equal to the capital stock at the world level: K +K∗ = Kw. We denote n and n∗ the number of

specifically, cohesion policies are aimed at increasing investment to achieve higher growth and are not specifically concerned
either with expanding consumption directly or with redistribution of income”(EU Commission (2001), p. 117).

6Unless differently stated, the Southern expressions are isomorphic.
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firms located in the North and South respectively. As one capital unit per firm is required we also know
that: n+n∗ = nw = Kw. However, depending on the assumptions we make on capital mobility, the stock
of capital produced and owned by one region may or may not be equal to the number of firms producing
in that region. In the case of capital mobility (as in Martin and Ottaviano, 1999), a capital unit may
be produced in one region but the firm that uses this capital unit may be operating in another region.
Hence the number of firms located in one region is generally different from the stock of capital owned
by this region: n (n∗) needs not equal K (K∗). In this case, K is better interpreted as physical capital
(mobility then means delocation of plants) or codified knowledge capital tradable through patents. By
contrast, when capital is immobile, as in Baldwin et al. (2001), each firm operates - and its owner spends
his profits - in the region where the capital unit has been created. If this is the case, we have that n = K

and n∗ = K∗. Then, by defining sn = n
nw and sK = K

Kw , we also have sn = sK : the share of firms
located in one region is equal to the share of capital owned by the same region. This second case, is more
consistent with the interpretation of K as tacit embodied knowledge capital or human capital. In this
case, labor immobility implies capital immobility. Remarkably, our growth analysis encompasses both
cases and our main results are unaffected by assumptions on capital mobility.

To individual I-firms, the innovation cost aI is a parameter. However, following Romer (1990),
endogenous and sustained growth is provided by assuming that the marginal cost of producing new
capital declines (i.e., aI falls) as the sector’s cumulative output rises. In our specification, learning
spillovers are assumed to be local. Specifically, these spillovers are localized in the sense that the cost of
R&D in one region also depends on the stock of knowledge capital (one unit for each firm) located in the
same region. Hence, the northern cost of innovation is more affected by knowledge capital units located
in the North than in the South so that the cost of innovation can be expressed as:

aI =
1

Anw
(3)

where A ≡ sn + λ (1− sn), 0 < λ < 1 measures the degree of globalization of learning spillovers. The
southern cost function is isomorphic, that is, F ∗ = w∗I/n

wA∗ where A∗ = λsn + 1− sn.
The growth rates of knowledge capital operating in the North and in the South are then:

g ≡ ṅ

n
; g∗ ≡ ṅ∗

n∗
(4)

The structure of the traditional sector is very simple. It produces a homogeneous good in perfect
competition and constant returns to scale. By choice of units, one unit of T is made with one unit of L.

We will now describe the production structure of the non-tradable sector, the S-sector. Given the
strong implication of this assumption, a thorough discussion of its implications and scope of application
will be developed in section 2.4. However, as far as our aims are concerned, our non-tradable sector might
be formally represented in a very simple and stylized way. Our S-sector works in perfect competition
and constant returns to scale, with aS(·) units of labor necessary to produce one unit of output. Its
production function is very similar to that of the innovation and traditional sectors:

S =
LS
aS (·)

;S∗ =
L∗S
a∗S (·)

(5)

where S is the quantity of services produced in the North and LS is the labor force devoted to the
production of services. Moreover aS(·) represents the labor units requirements per unit of production
and S−firms take it as given.

Firms’ optimization implies the following pricing rule:

pS = wSaS(·); p∗S = w∗Sa
∗
S(·) (6)
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where the price depends on the wage rate and labor requirements. Given non-tradability, S-goods can
only be consumed in the region where they are produced. Hence, regional prices need not equalize.

Even if it is not our aim to provide a microfoundation analysis of the aforementioned external effect,
we believe that the most natural justification is to consider it as a form of localized intersectoral knowledge
spillover. The intersectoral spillovers between R&D and services are introduced as a natural extension
of the intrasectoral spillover within the innovation sector. More precisely, we assume that :

aS (·) = aS (n, n∗) ; a∗S (·) = a∗S (n, n∗) (7)

with:
∂aS (n, n∗)

∂n
,
∂aS (n, n∗)

∂n∗
,
∂a∗S (n, n∗)

∂n
,
∂a∗S (n, n∗)

∂n∗
< 0 (8)

so that, as for the innovation good, the production cost of non-tradables is negatively affected by an
increase in the stock of knowledge capital (e.g. the amount of blueprints, which are the cumulative
output of the innovating sector) used by firms located in any of the two regions (n or n∗). However, as
already said, intersectoral knowledge spillovers are localized in the sense that the cost reduction is not
smaller, and generally larger, when knowledge is spilled from the stock located in the same region:

|θn (n, n∗)| ≥ |θn∗ (n, n∗)| ,∀ (n, n∗) (9)

|θ∗n∗ (n, n∗)| ≥ |θ∗n (n, n∗)| ,∀ (n, n∗) (10)

where [
∂aS(n,n

∗)
∂n

n
as(n,n∗)

∂aS(n,n
∗)

∂n∗
n∗

as(n,n∗)
∂a∗S(n,n

∗)
∂n

n
a∗s(n,n

∗)
∂a∗S(n,n

∗)
∂n∗

n∗

a∗s(n,n
∗)

]
≡
[
θn (n, n∗) θn∗ (n, n∗)
θ∗n (n, n∗) θ∗n∗ (n, n∗)

]
(11)

is the matrix of the elasticities of labor units requirements of the S−sector with respect to both local and
foreign knowledge capital (spillover matrix from now on). It is important to highlight that the case of
global intersectoral knowledge spillovers is therefore just a particular case of localized spillover, i.e., when
(9) and (10) hold with equality. As we will see, regional and aggregate growth patterns differ widely
according to whether intersectoral knowledge spillovers are global or local.

Since regions are symmetric in terms of technology, we assume a symmetric spillover matrix:{
θn (n, n∗) = θ∗n∗ (n, n∗) < 0
θn∗ (n, n∗) = θ∗n (n, n∗) < 0

∀ (n, n∗) (12)

Remarkably, at this stage we do not need to specify an explicit functional form for the cost parameters
aS (n, n∗) and a∗S (n, n∗). However, we emphasize that, in order for the growth rate of real income to be
constant in both regions, the above elasticities should be constant.

2.2 Preferences and Consumers’ Behaviour

As in the standard NEGG models, the infinitely-live representative consumer’s optimization is carried out
in three stages. In the first stage the agent intertemporally allocates consumption between expenditure
and savings. In the second stage she allocates expenditure between manufacturing goods, traditional
goods and services, while in the last stage she allocates manufacture expenditure across varieties. The
preferences structure of the infinitely-lived representative agent is then given by:

Ut =

ˆ ∞
t=0

e−ρt ln(CαMC
β
TC

γ
S)dt ; α+ β + γ = 1 (13)

CM =

[ˆ K+K∗

i=0

c
1−1/σ
i di

] 1
1−1/σ

(14)
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Where CM , CT and CS are respectively the preference index aggregator for the manufacturing vari-
eties, the consumption level of the traditional good and the consumption level of services7. As a result of
the intertemporal optimization program, the path of consumption expenditure E across time is given by
the standard Euler equation Ė

E = r − ρ with the interest rate r satisfying the no-arbitrage-opportunity
condition between investment in the safe asset and capital accumulation r = π

F + Ḟ
F , where π is the rental

rate of capital and F its asset value which, due to perfect competition in the I-sector, is equal to its
marginal cost of production. In the second stage of the utility maximization the agent chooses how to
allocate the expenditure between M-, S- and the T-good according to the following optimization:

max
CM ,CT ,CS

ln
(
CαMC

β
TC

γ
S

)
(15)

s.t. E = PMCM + pTCT + pSCS

Yielding the following demand functions8:

CM = α
E

PM
;CT = β

E

pT
;CS = γ

E

pS
(16)

where pT is the price of the Traditional good, pS is the price of the non-tradable good, and PM =[´ n+n∗

i=0
pi

1−σdi
] 1

1−σ
is the Dixit-Stiglitz price index for the manufacturing differentiated good.

Finally, in the third stage, the M -good expenditure αE is allocated across varieties according to the

a CES demand function for a typical M variety cj =
p−σj
P 1−σ
M

αE, where pj is variety j’s consumer price.

2.3 Wages and Prices

Due to perfect competition in the T -sector, the price of the agricultural good must be equal to the wage
of the T -sector’s workers: pT = wT . Moreover, as long as both regions produce some T , the assumption
of free trade in T implies that not only price, but also wages are equalized across regions. It is therefore
convenient to choose home labor as numeraire so that pT = p∗T = wT = w∗T = 1.

Since labor is mobile across sectors, as long as the T -sector is present in both regions, a simple
arbitrage condition would suggest that wages of the three sectors cannot differ. Hence, M and S-sector
wages are tied to T -sector wages which, in turn, remain fixed at the level of the unit price of the T -good
so that9 wM = w∗M = wT = w∗T = wS = w∗S = w = 1. Finally, since wages are uniform and all varieties’
demands have the same constant elasticity σ, firms’ profit maximization yields local and export prices

7In our model, services are not differentiated and therefore there is no love for variety as in Leite et al. (2013). The
introduction of a Dixit-Stiglitz services sector in a dynamic context raises interesting questions related to the interaction
of innovation activities in manufacturing and services but it would also unnecessarily obscure the mechanism we have in
mind. We leave the investigation of the consequences of a Dixit-Stiglitz services sector to future research.

8Our model, as most of the NEGG literature, assumes a unitary elasticity of substitution among goods. Hence, expen-
diture shares are always exogenous and are not affected by relative prices or income. Since one of our key parameter is the
share of expenditure in services, it would be interesting to endogenize the latter quantity. This could be done in several
ways. A first way is to combine Manufacture, Traditional and Services goods in a CES utility function with non-unitary
elasticity of substitution, alike Cerina and Mureddu (2012) who introduce it in the second step of the consumer’s optimiza-
tion program (without services). A second route to follow would be to introduce a non-tradable good into a Stone-Geary
utility used by Murata (2008) and Cerina and Mureddu (2013). In both cases, the expenditure share in services will be
ultimately affected by trade costs and the spatial distribution of firms.

9See Bellone and Maupertuis (2003) for the analytical implications of removing this assumption in a NEGG model
without a non-tradable sector. An unpleasant consequence of this assumption is that in our setup when regional wages
are equalized, the price of services decreases faster, and becomes permanently lower, in the core. This assumption may
look against the evidence according to which (Bhagwati, 1984a among the others) services are cheaper in less industrialized
countries. This is true even for housing which is undoubtedly much cheaper in the periphery than in the core because of
higher land prices due to large demand density and (almost) fixed supply. However, apart from the agglomeration effect, one
reason why non-tradables are more expensive in the core is because the quality of services is higher in more industrialized
economies. If we interpret ps as the price of service per unit of quality, then the implication of our assumption may look
less counterintuitive. Second, as far as our aim is concerned, we should not worry too much about the agglomeration effect
on non-tradables price. The agglomeration effect on price is a level effect in that it works through a variable (sn) which is
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that are identical for all varieties no matter where they are produced: p = waM
σ
σ−1 . Then, by imposing

the normalization aM = σ−1
σ we finally have: p = w = 1.

As usual, since trade inM is costly, prices for markets abroad are higher: p∗ = τp; τ ≥ 1. By labeling
as pijM the price of a particular variety produced in region i and sold in region j (so that pij = τpii) and
by imposing p = 1, the M−goods price indices might be expressed as follows:

PM =

[ˆ n

0

(pNNM )1−σdi+

ˆ n∗

0

(pSNM )1−σdi

] 1
1−σ

= (sn + (1− sn)φ)
1

1−σ nw
1

1−σ (17)

P ∗M =

[ˆ n

0

(pNSM )1−σdi+

ˆ n∗

0

(pSSM )1−σdi

] 1
1−σ

= (φsn + 1− sn)
1

1−σ nw
1

1−σ (18)

where φ = τ1−σ is the so called “phi-ness of trade” which ranges from 0 (no trade) to 1 (costless trade).

2.4 Discussion: the non-tradable sector

As will be clear later, the introduction of a non-tradable sector whose productivity benefits from the
proximity of the stock of knowledge capital created by the R&D sector is rich in implications in NEGG
models. In this section we aim at giving more empirical content to its formal description.

A good starting point is offered by the literature on service innovation and structural change. In
particular, the works by Castellacci (2008, 2010) present and demonstrate the usefulness of a new sectoral
taxonomy combining manufacturing and service industries within the same framework.

The taxonomy is built up by focusing on two main characteristics of industrial sectors - the function
they assume in the economic system as providers and/or recipients of advanced products, services and
knowledge and the dominant innovative mode that characterizes their technological activities - and iden-
tifies 4 main groups: 1) Advanced knowledge providers (AKP); 2) Supporting infrastructural services
(SIS); 3) Mass-production goods (MPG); 4) Personal goods and services (PGS). The first group AKP -
including both manufacturing (specialized suppliers of machinery, equipment and precision instruments)
and services (Software, R&D, engineering and consultancy) - may resemble our I-sector given the high
level of technological capability and its function in the innovation system as a provider of advanced
technological knowledge to other industrial sectors. The third group MPG - including chemicals, office
machinery, rubber plastic and fabricated metal products - might be easily included in our M-sector with
the exception that the goods which are meant to be produced within this macro-sector might be used
both as intermediate inputs and as final consumer goods, while our model does not take into account
intermediate products. But for our purposes, a major interest should be addressed to the characteristics
of the second and the fourth groups.

SIS includes both physical (wholesale trade and commission trade; land, water and air transport) and
network infrastructures (post and telecommunications, financial intermediation), are defined as producers
of both intermediate and final consumption services and “differ from advanced knowledge providers in
terms of their technological capability, especially regarding their more limited ability to develop new
knowledge internally. Their innovative trajectory tends to be based on the acquisition of machinery,
equipment and various types of advanced technological knowledge created elsewhere in the economic
system.(...) Firms in the latter group typically make heavy use of ICTs developed by other advanced
sectors in order to increase the efficiency of their productive process and the quality of their services”

constant in steady state. However, our spillover mechanism involves a growth effect as it works through variables (n and
n∗) which may (or may not) grow at rate g in equilibrium. Hence, even by taking into account the agglomeration effect on
prices, our dynamic spillover mechanism on prices will be preserved in the long-run.
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(Castellacci 2008 p.985). Finally, PGS, which includes both supplier-dominated goods (e.g. food and
beverages, textiles, furniture among the others) and supplier-dominated services (e.g. sales, maintenance
and repair of motor vehicles, hotels and restaurants) are located at the final stage of the vertical chain,
being characterized by a lower technological content and a more limited ability to develop new products
and processes internally. Moreover, the dominant innovation strategy of this macro-sector “is typically
based on the acquisition of machinery, equipment and other types of external knowledge produced by
their suppliers, while they commonly lack the capability and resources to organize and maintain their
own R&D labs” (ibid.) and are mostly recipients of advanced knowledge. Finally, to the extent that they
are able to implement new technologies created elsewhere in the economy, they may use them to increase
the efficiency of the production process as well as to improve the quality of the final goods and services
they commercialize.

As far as the final services are concerned - i.e. with the exclusion of the intermediate service in SIS
and of the supplier-dominated goods in PGS - these two macro-sectors seem to fit the formalization of
our S-sector as they share its two crucial features: 1) they mainly produce non-tradable goods (i.e.: they
require the physical proximity between the producer and the consumers); 2) they usually have limited
capability to develop internal technological knowledge with their own R&D labs and thereby bear the
necessity to drain knowledge from other sectors (AKP and MPG) in order to increase their productivity10.
We have then identified, albeit broadly, the kinds of services which are meant to be part of our S-
sector: those are services devoted to final consumption (entering the utility function) such as physical
infrastructures (like wholesale trade, land, water and air transport, etc.), network infrastructures (post
and telecommunications, financial intermediation, etc.) and personal services (like sales, maintenence
and repair of motor vehicles, health services, social care, hotels and restaurants but even public services).
To these products we need to add an important sector which is not generally considered a service sector
per se but which is nevertheless highly non-tradable: housing and constructions.

Are these sectors important in actual economies? And are these goods really non-tradable? And,
finally, to what extent is the assumption of localized knowledge spillovers from knowledge-producing
sectors to services appropriate? The next two subsections aim at providing an answer to these questions.

2.4.1 Non-tradability

As is well known, the largest share of GDP in middle and high income countries is, by far, represented
by the production of non-tradable goods. According to OECD data, the share of non-tradable goods
(identified, following the literature, as services and construction) reaches about 70 percent in middle
income countries like Turkey, Brazil, Russia and Mexico and often surpasses 80 percent in high-income
countries like USA, UK, Italy, France and Germany. Moreover, and consistently with the literature on
structural change (Buera and Kaboski 2009 among many others), this share has tremendously increased
over the past 40-50 years and it is still increasing especially in middle income countries.

Traditionally, services have been regarded as intangible and their consumption indivisible from their
production. Consequently they have been considered non-tradable. On the other hand, one might observe
(as Blinder (2005)) that the enormous progress in ICT has led to a situation in which a relevant share of
services (essentially business related like IT services and consultancy) can be - and will increasingly be
in the future - interregionally and internationally traded.

10Obviously we concede that services might have an impact on the productivity of other sectors (Guerrieri and Meliciani
(2005), and Castellacci (2008, 2010). The implications of a bi-directional interdepedency between Services and Manufac-
turing are very interesting, especially in the theoretical context of the New Economic Geography. However our focus in this
paper is confined to final consumer services (Supporting infrastructural services and personal services) in which, as stated
by Castellacci (2008, 2010) himself, the direction of knowledge linkages goes essentially from industry to services. We leave
the analysis of the implications of the role of intermediate knowledge-intensive services to our future research
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However, according to world bank data (World Bank 2007), although the share of internationally
traded services over GDP has increased from 1990 to 2005 at about the same rate as manufacturing goods,
such share is still about six times smaller that the latter (10 vs. 60% as world average). International
trade in services is even smaller, relative to manufactures, when we measure it as the share of each sector’s
GDP which, in the case of services, is more than 3 times the sectoral GDP of manufacturing in most
countries. Moreover, as highlighted by Guerrieri and Meliciani (2005), international trade in services
grew essentially in the sub-group of intermediate producer services which is not the focus of our paper
as our mechanism only involves final demand of consumer services.

For all those reasons, considering the service sector as a basically non-tradable sector still appears to
be a good approximation of reality and the fact that other growing sectors like housing and real estate are
intrinsically non-tradable suggests that the existence of a massive category of non-tradable final goods is
still - and will remain - a significant feature of real economies.

Despite its importance, and quite surprisingly, NEG literature has never dedicated particular attention
to this category of products11, especially when growth issues are taken into account. Yet, non-tradable
goods and services have an exclusive characteristics which should be of interest for any theory of economic
activity location: they cannot be consumed (too) far away from the location where they are produced.

In other words, by definition, local consumption of non-tradable goods implies local production and
vice-versa so that

any loss in the productivity of local non-tradable sector will 1) negatively affect the prosperity of local
individuals only and 2) negatively affect the average performance of the whole economy. This fact is rich
in consequences if there is any kind of interdependency between the local non-tradable sector and the
stock of knowledge employed locally. In what follows we discuss and explore this possibility.

2.4.2 Localized Intersectoral knowledge spillovers

Our assumption of intersectoral spillovers may be grounded on at least two different arguments.
First, as already anticipated, it is quite natural to extend the (widely accepted) localized knowledge

spillovers enjoyed by the industrial sector within the innovation sector to the (local) service sector.
On the other hand, as Martin and Ottaviano (1999) point out in their seminal NEGG paper: "in our
framework, what decreases the R&D cost is not the presence of other researchers but the presence of
producers of different goods. From that perspective, our formalization of external effects is closer to the
Jacobs’ type of knowledge spillovers than to the so-called Marshall—Arrow—Romer (MAR) ones. In our
model, the mechanism for agglomeration of R&D activities in one location will come from the benefit of
interactions with producers of other goods, the Jacobs type of external effect, rather than producers in
the same industry as in the MAR theories" (p.291). Hence, why innovation should only be restricted to
manufacturing and not also generate pure externalities to the non-traded sector?

In this respect, we support the view according to which the local proximity of knowledge capital
created for the industrial sector might be helpful to induce the local non-tradable sector to implement
technological and organizational innovation which eventually have a positive effect on individuals’ welfare.

Second, there are many empirical works which support the existence of such knowledge spillovers. A
first support of this view can be traced back to Glaeser et al. (1992) in their analysis of the relationship
between localized knowledge spillovers and the growth of the cities. By analyzing a data set on geographic
concentration and competition of some manufacturing and service firms in 170 of the largest US cities,
they find that important knowledge spillovers might occur between (Jacobs spillovers) rather than within
industries (MAR spillovers).

11Three exceptions, without the growth dimension, are Behrens (2004), Leite et al. (2013) and Tabuchi and Thisse (2002).
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Our view is also supported by van Meijl (1997) and Potì and Cerulli (2009) who find significant
knowledge spillovers from industrial R&D on services like financial intermediation, computer services,
transport, storage and communication. Park (2004) as well offers evidence that industrial R&D has a
substantial intersectoral spillover effect on domestic non-manufacturing productivity growth while Park
and Chan (1989) suggest that the intersectoral relationships between manufacturing and services generally
characterize asymmetrical dependence, namely, that service activities tend to depend on the manufactur-
ing sector as a source of inputs to a far greater extent than vice versa. A similar finding is reported by
Kaiser (2002) in his analysis of a large dataset of German manufacturing and services firms (wholesale
and retail trade, transport, traffic, banking, insurance, software, technical consultancy, marketing, and
‘other’ business related services): he finds that the probability that a service firm uses customers from the
manufacturing sector as a source for innovation is much higher than the probability that a manufacturing
firm uses customers from the service sector as a source of innovation.

Finally, Quella (2009) reported evidence according to which, among six large macroeconomic sectors
(Manufacturing, Mining, Construction, Services, Trade & Transportation, Agriculture) covering the to-
tality of that US civilian economy from 1948 to 1991: 1) most knowledge flows occur between industrial
knowledge and the tertiary sector; 2) these knowledge flows are largely unidirectional because manufac-
turing is the main source of spillovers in the economy while services (and agriculture) do not contribute
at all to the generation of knowledge, neither internally nor externally; 3) Agriculture is last in the rank-
ing of the capacity of both creating knowledge internally and absorb knowledge from elsewhere in the
economy. These findings are confirmed in a recent survey by Belderbos and Mohnen (2013) who report a
technology flow matrix based on patent citations. As expected, the large majority of intersectoral tech-
nology flows are unidirectional from the knowledge created from hi-tech industrial sectors (essentially
chemicals, industrial machines, electrical goods, medical, precision and optical instruments) to market
and non-market services (like real estate, financial intermediation, post and telecommunications, defense,
public administration etc.). Moreover, this paper confirms that the ability of the agricultural sector to
produce new knowledge and to absorbing knowledge from other sectors is negligible.

These findings are perfectly compatible with the way we model knowledge spillovers. In particular,
they offer empirical support to the assumption that neither the S nor T sectors are sources of knowledge
spillovers (whether intra- or inter-sectoral), while only the S-sector (and not the T -sector) is able to take
advantage from knowledge created by industrial R&D. 12

3 Stability of Locational Equilibria

The presence of a non-tradable sector (the way we model it) does not affect the standard mechanisms of
industry agglomeration in NEGG models. This is because, as suggested the by the empirical evidence, the
interaction between the S-sector and the production of knowledge capital is assumed to be unidirectional:
services productivity is positively affected by R&D output but not vice-versa. Hence, the equilibrium
spatial distribution of industrial firms and its stability are totally independent from what happens in
the S-sector. Remarkably, this conclusion holds either if we assume capital mobility (as in Martin and
Ottaviano 1999) or capital immobility (as in Baldwin et al. 2001). And, even more importantly, the real
growth implications of our deviation from the baseline models are the same whatever the assumption on

12There is actually another good analytical reason to abstract from knowledge spillovers enjoyed by the T -sector. Since
the T -good is homogenous and freely traded, its price should be the same in both regions. Hence, if we introduced intra- or
inter-sectoral spillovers from the R&D output, T -sector productivities will differ across regions since regional prices should
be equal and such differences should be absorbed by regional wage differences in the T -sector. As a consequence we would
be forced to give up regional wage equalization and the analysis will become too complicated.
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capital mobility. Here we briefly review the elements which are key for our purposes and we refer the
reader to the above papers or to Baldwin et al. (2004) for further details.

As is well known, in NEGG models the stability of the location equilibria is determined by the
interaction between agglomeration forces (essentially the demand-linked effect and the localized spillovers
effect) and dispersion forces (essentially the market crowding effect). Each interior equilibria (such that
0 < sn < 1) is stable or unstable according to whether agglomeration forces are respectively weaker or
stronger than dispersion forces. By contrast, for a core-periphery allocation (sn = 1 or sn = 0) to be an
equilibrium, agglomeration forces should be stronger in the core and weaker in the periphery so no agent
living in the periphery would choose to setup or relocate a new firm there. Defining the core-periphery
equilibrium this way, it implies that it is stable whenever it exists.

According to whether capital is immobile or mobile, the stability properties of locational equilibria
are very different. In the first case (as in Baldwin et al. 2001) the owner of each capital unit is forced
to spend her capital income in the region where he lives. As a consequence sn = sK and this creates a
linkage between sn - the share of firms located, say, in the North - and sE = E

Ew - the market size or the
share of global expenditure in the North which is itself a function of sK and then of sn. This linkage,
together with the home market effect - which tells us that an increase in local market size sE leads to a
more than proportional increase in the share of local firms sn - may create the so-called circular causality
which leads to catastrophic agglomeration in only one region. More precisely, when the freeness of trade
is low enough (φ ≤ φcat), the only stable equilibrium is the symmetric one, where sn = 1/2. When trade
costs fall and φ becomes larger than φcat, two additional stable steady states appear and the symmetric
steady state loses its stability. As φ becomes even larger, these two interior steady states approach the
two core-periphery equilibria (sn = 0 and sn = 1) and when φ ≥ φCP = L

L+ρ they collapse to them.
When capital is mobile, things are different. Each owner of a capital unit can freely choose where

to locate his firm but she will not necessarily spend its capital income in the region where his firm is
located. As a consequence, sn is generally different from sK and so there is no demand-linked effect
between the local share of firms sn and the local share of world expenditure sE . Hence, no circular
causality is activated and catastrophic agglomeration is not possible. Moreover, each initial allocation of
capital sK leads to a stable equilibrium for industrial location sn according to the formula

sn =
1

2
+

ρ

2LA+ ρ

(1 + φ)

(1− φ)

(
sK −

1

2

)
which results from the no-arbitrage condition according to which regional operating profits should be
equalized. The fact that each equilibrium industrial allocation sn is stable does not mean that a core-
periphery allocation is unreachable. It is easy to see that when φ > φCP = L

L+ρ , then sn = 1 even if

sK = L(1−φ)+ρ
ρ(1+φ) < 1. Hence, we can have a complete relocation of industrial firms in the North and a

complete deindustrialization in the South even if some capital units are owned by southern agents.
Notice that, in both cases of capital mobility and immobility, a core-periphery allocation is a stable

equilibrium for the same values of the freeness of trade, i.e. for any φ > φCP = L
L+ρ . This is enough

to guarantee that our growth analysis is able to encompass both assumptions on capital mobility. As
a matter of fact, by analogy with the commonly accepted knowledge spillovers within the innovation
sector, S firms enjoy a pure externality from the stock of knowledge capital located in the North and not
necessarily from the stock of knowledge capital owned by the North. This makes capital mobility and
immobility equivalent from the viewpoint of regional real growth patterns.

Finally we emphasize that the equilibrium growth rate of world firms nw will be constant and will
either be common (g = g∗ in any interior equilibrium) or North’s g (in the core-periphery case). By
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time-differentiating sn = n
nw , we obtain the dynamics of the share of firms located in the North:

ṡn = sn (1− sn)

(
ṅ

n
− ṅ∗

n∗

)
so that only two kinds of steady-state (ṡn = 0) are possible: 1) one in which the rate of growth of capital
is equalized across regions (g = g∗); 2) one in which firms are allocated and grow in only one region
(sn = 0 or sn = 1). As a consequence, for any interior allocation to be an equilibrium (sn ∈ (0, 1)),
the growth rate of capital in the two regions should be equal. We are now ready to face the analysis of
growth patterns of our economy.

4 Growth Analysis

Although services play no role in the dynamics of spatial distribution of industrial firms, they become
crucial when we analyze the growth pattern of the two regions.

4.1 The Growth Rate of Knowledge Capital

The first step is to find the expression for the growth rate of capital units in both regions and for both
the interior and the core-periphery equilibria. Again, the derivation of g is standard and not significantly
affected by the presence of a non-tradable sector. Recalling that: 1) no R&D is performed in the region
where the cost of innovation is higher (and therefore where the share of firms located is less than 1/2); 2)
in steady state the growth rate is either common to the two regions (g = g∗) or equal to North’s g; and
3) the world sectoral consumers’ expenditures should be equal to the sectoral value of total production,
implies that the world labor market condition looks as follows both in the case of capital mobility or
immobility:

LT + L∗T + LM + L∗M + LS + L∗S + L∗I + LI = βEw + αEw
σ − 1

σ
+ γEw +

g

A
(19)

Consumers set world expenditure at the permanent income hypothesis level in steady state. That is,
they consume labor income plus ρ times their steady-state wealth, FKw = 1

A . Hence E
w = L+ ρ

A .
Substituting in the labor market clearing condition and considering that LT +L∗T +LM +L∗M +LS +

L∗S + L∗I + LI = 2L, we can solve for the equilibrium value of the growth rate of capital:

g =
2αLA

σ
− σ − α

σ
ρ (20)

Again, the presence of a non-tradable sector does not affect the growth rate of capital, which is equal to
the standard case. Using A = sn+λ(1−sn) and calculating the equilibrium growth rate for the symmetric
(sn = 1

2 ) and for the core-periphery (sn = 1) steady states we can easily see that agglomeration leads to
a faster growth of knowledge capital:

g (sn)|sn=1/2 = g∗ (sn)|sn=1/2 =
(1 + λ)Lα− ρ (σ − α)

σ
(21)

g (sn)|sn=1 =
2Lα− ρ (σ − α)

σ
(22)

with clearly g (sn)|sn=1 > g (sn)|sn=1/2 .
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4.2 The Growth of Nominal and Real Income

In our model the nominal income level is analogous to the standard NEGG one:

Y = L+ πsKK
w = L+

αEwA

σ

[
sE

(sn + (1− sn)φ)
+

φ(1− sE)

(φsn + 1− sn)

]

Y ∗ = L+ π∗(1− sK)Kw = L+
αEwA∗

σ

[
φsE

(sn + (1− sn)φ)
+

1− sE
(φsn + 1− sn)

]
Accordingly, as in Martin and Ottaviano (1999) (where sK 6= sn) and Baldwin et al. (2001) (where
sK = sn), the growth rates of nominal income are constant for any (interior or CP) steady state:
Ẏ
Y = Ẏ ∗

Y ∗ = 0. Intuitively, both in the case where capital is mobile or immobile, Y and Y ∗ are constant
because the growth of capital units is perfectly compensated by the reduction in profits π and π∗ which
decrease at the same rate g. As a consequence, regional nominal income levels never diverge. Once
again then, services do not affect nominal income growth rate. However the spatial distribution of
manufacturing firms significantly affects the aggregated and regional growth rate of real income once our
non-tradable sector is taken into account.

To see this in detail, consider the North and South perfect price indices associated to the second stage
Cobb-Douglas utility function which are given by:

P =
PαMp

β
T p

γ
S

ααββγγ
;P ∗ =

P ∗αM p∗βT p∗γS
ααββγγ

(23)

Taking logs, differentiating and considering that regional real income levels are given by Y
P and Y ∗

P∗

respectively, the two growth rates of real income, ϕ(sn, n, n
∗) and ϕ∗(sn, n, n∗) are as follows:

ϕ(sn, n, n
∗) =

Ẏ

Y
− Ṗ

P
= −

(
α
ṖM
PM

+ β
ṗT
pT

+ γ
ṗS
pS

)
(24)

ϕ∗(sn, n, n
∗) =

Ẏ ∗

Y ∗
− Ṗ ∗

P ∗
= −

(
α
Ṗ ∗M
P ∗M

+ β
ṗ∗T
p∗T

+ γ
ṗ∗S
p∗S

)
(25)

so that, in both regions, the growth rate of real income is given by the negative of the growth rate of
prices.

We know that the price of the traditional good is constant (pT = p∗T = 1). As for the price index for the
manufacturing good, its value is obtained by log-differentiating (17) and (18) so that ṖMPM =

Ṗ∗
M

P∗
M

= − g(sn)σ−1 .
Finally, taking into account the fact that wS = w∗S = 1, the regional prices of services are given by
pS = aS(n, n∗) and p∗S = a∗S(n, n∗). Taking logs and differentiating we find that:

ṗS
pS

= g (sn) θn (n, n∗) + g∗ (sn) θn∗ (n, n∗) ≤ 0 (26)

ṗ∗S
p∗S

= g (sn) θ∗n (n, n∗) + g∗ (sn) θ∗n∗ (n, n∗) ≤ 0 (27)

As we can see, unlike the previous goods, regional S−price dynamics may well differ as long as
θn∗ (n, n∗) = θ∗n (n, n∗) < θn (n, n∗) = θ∗n∗ (n, n∗) - i.e. intersectoral knowledge spillovers are localized.
Furthermore, as long as the cross elasticities θn∗ (n, n∗) = θ∗n (n, n∗) are different from zero - i.e. inter-
sectoral spillovers are not perfectly localized - both regional S−price dynamics depend on both local and
foreign growth rate of knowledge capital g (sn) and g∗ (sn).
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After exploiting the symmetry of the spillover matrix, we substitute all the sectoral growth rate of
prices in the expressions for the regional growth rates of real income to obtain13:

ϕ(sn, n, n
∗) =

αg (sn)

σ − 1︸ ︷︷ ︸
M-price effect

− γg (sn) θn (n, n∗)︸ ︷︷ ︸
Home (North) S-price effect

− γg∗ (sn) θn∗ (n, n∗)︸ ︷︷ ︸
Foreign (South) S-price effect

(28)

ϕ∗(sn, n, n
∗) =

αg (sn)

σ − 1︸ ︷︷ ︸
M-price effect

− γg∗ (sn) θn (n, n∗)︸ ︷︷ ︸
Home (South) S-price effect

− γg (sn) θn∗ (n, n∗)︸ ︷︷ ︸
Foreign (North) S-price effect

(29)

These expressions represent the core contribution of our paper and deserve some comments.
First, it is important to highlight that, when γ = 0, these values collapse to the standard case described

in Baldwin et al. (2001) and Martin and Ottaviano (1999).
Second, since all elasticities are negative, we have that the growth rate of each regional real income

can be viewed as the sum of three non-negative distinct elements:

1. The M−price effect: this effect is represented by the term αg(sn)
σ−1 . It is equal across regions and

it is larger the farther sn from 1
2 , (i.e., the more concentrated is industry in space) being maximum

when sn = 0 or sn = 1. Hence, if this were the only one effect, as in the standard NEGG literature,
agglomeration would be good for growth both at the regional and aggregate level.

2. The home S−price effect: this effect is represented by the term −γg (sn) θn (n, n∗) in the North
and by the term −γg∗ (sn) θn (n, n∗) in the South. It differs across regions as long as g (sn) 6= g∗ (sn)

- i.e. in any core-periphery equilibrium or along the transitional dynamics to a new equilibrium.
This effect captures the dynamic gain enjoyed by the local non-tradable sector productivity from the
growth of local knowledge capital. As a consequence, this effect introduces an anti-growth effect of
agglomeration for the deindustrializing region and a pro-growth effect for the industrializing region.

3. The foreign S−price effect: this effect is represented by the term −γg∗ (sn) θn∗ (n, n∗) in the
North and by the term −γg (sn) θn∗ (n, n∗) in the South. Again, it differs across regions as long
as g (sn) 6= g∗ (sn) - i.e. in any core-periphery equilibrium or along the transitional dynamics to a
new equilibrium. It is smaller than the home S−price effect as long as |θn∗ (n, n∗)| < |θn (n, n∗)|
- i.e. intersectoral knowledge spillovers are localized. When knowledge spillovers are perfectly
localized - i.e. θn∗ (n, n∗) = 0 - this effect is nil. It captures the dynamic gain benefited by the local
non-tradable sector productivity from the growth of foreign knowledge capital. As a consequence,
this effects introduces an anti-growth effect of agglomeration for the industrializing region and a
pro-growth effect for the deindustrializing region.

In the next sections we will give an answer to the following questions:

1. Can agglomeration reduce the aggregate growth rate of real income and when?

2. Can agglomeration reduce the growth rate of real income in the periphery and when?
13One might observe that what really matters is welfare dynamics, not real income growth. However, in this case, welfare

and real income always grow at the same rate in steady state. Welfare in the North is measured by the indirect utility of
the representative agent which is given by U = ln

(
E
P

)
. By differentiating it we find:

Ė

E
−
Ṗ

P
= r − ρ+ ϕ (sn, n, n

∗)

Since, as already said, r = ρ in steady state, we find that also welfare growth is equal to ϕ (sn, n, n∗). Hence a benevolent
social planner willing to maximize aggregate welfare growth will actually try to maximize aggregate real income growth.
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3. Can agglomeration reduce the growth rate of real income in the core and when?
And finally:

4. Can the regional real incomes diverge and when?

In the existing literature, the answer to all these questions is clear: “No”. This rather optimistic role
of agglomeration, which as we have seen is not supported by the empirical evidence, is here challenged
even by the analytical point of view. As we can see, the introduction of our S−sector makes regional
and aggregate growth patterns far more complex than in the benchmark model. We will identify the
conditions under which the answer to each of the previous questions is “yes”or “no”. We will start by
answering the fourth question.

4.3 Divergence of regional real incomes

As already anticipated, although when agglomeration takes place knowledge capital stock may grow at
different rates in the two regions, in standard NEGGmodels regional real incomes always grow at the same
rate for any allocation of firms, due to a “terms of trade effect”. Thanks to technological progress in the
industrial sector, the price index of manufacturing goods decreases faster than the price of agricultural
goods. This implies that the relative value of the commodity which the periphery specializes in —
traditional goods — increases over time making the periphery’s imports of manufacturing goods cheaper.
As a result, the real income of the periphery grows, in the long-run, at the same rate as that of the core.
This figure changes dramatically when the interaction with our S - sector is taken into account. As we
have seen, g (sn) = g∗ (sn) in any interior equilibria, hence:

ϕ(sn, n, n
∗) = ϕ∗(sn, n, n

∗) = g (sn)

(
α

σ − 1
− γ (θn (n, n∗) + θn∗ (n, n∗))

)
,∀sn ∈ (0, 1) (30)

Then, in any interior equilibrium allocation, there is no gap in the regional rate of growth of real
income. Moreover, since the real growth rate depends on the location of industry only through g (sn),
and we know that g (·) is increasing (decreasing) in sn when sn > (<) 1

2 , the positive relation between
agglomeration and growth is confirmed too. Things are significantly different in the core-periphery
allocation which, both in the case of capital mobility or immobility, turns out to be a stable equilibrium
for any φ > φCP . Let’s concentrate on sn = 1 (the case sn = 0 can be easily deduced being perfectly
symmetric to the former). In this case we have that g (1) > g∗ (1) = 0 so that the Southern service sector
cannot benefit from productivity growth due to the local component of intersectoral spillovers. Therefore,
there is a permanent positive gap between growth in the Northern and Southern real income given by:

ϕ(1, n, n∗)− ϕ∗(1, n, n∗) = γg (1) (θn∗ (n, n∗)− θn (n, n∗)) > 0 (31)

This proves the following

Proposition 1 (Real growth differentials between regions) When intersectoral knowledge spillovers are
localized - i.e. |θn∗ (n, n∗)| < |θn (n, n∗)| ∀ (n, n∗) - then regional growth rate of real incomes differs when
agglomeration takes place, being lower in the periphery. That is, for any (n, n∗)

ϕ(1, n, n∗) > ϕ∗(1, n, n∗)⇔ |θn (n, n∗)| > |θn (n, n∗)| (32)

When intersectoral knowledge spillovers are global - i.e. |θn∗ (n, n∗)| = |θn (n, n∗)| ∀ (n, n∗) - there is
no real growth differential between regions for any degree of agglomeration.
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Hence in our model the core-periphery equilibrium is characterized by an ever-increasing real income
gap between North and South and the latter may suffer from dynamic loss from deindustrialization.

What is the economic intuition behind this result? Imagine we are moving from the symmetric
equilibrium to another equilibrium (interior or CP) where industry is more concentrated in the North
(sn > 1

2 ). As we have already seen, this will increase the growth rate of capital units but it will not affect
the growth rate of nominal income which is nil for any sn. However, following the increase in knowledge
capital located in the North n, because of localized intersectoral spillovers, the Northern S−sector will
be able to produce the non-tradable goods at a lower cost with respect to the Southern S-firms. Since
services are non-tradable and wages are equal across regions, the price of Southern services will then be
higher. As long as the growth rate of capital is common to both regions (i.e. for any interior equilibria),
this will only have an effect on the level of prices (leading to additional static losses for the periphery),
but not on its growth rate. Nevertheless, in the core-periphery allocation, Northern growth rate of capital
is g (1) while Southern growth rate is g∗ (1) = 0 because no firm has incentive to locate in the South.
As a consequence, the price of Northern services will decrease faster than the price of Southern services
and this growth gap in S−goods price dynamics will not be filled because there is no integrated market
for S-goods. This permanent gap in the growth rate of prices clearly has a consequence in the regional
growth rate of real income which, in the core-periphery equilibrium, is permanently higher in the North14.

Notice that regional real incomes will diverge even during the transitional dynamics to any other
interior equilibrium where industry is more concentrated in the North. This is because, by definition,
during this transitional dynamics there is no incentive for firms (and then for units of knowledge capital)
to locate in the South. Thus, the growth rate of Southern firms is nil while that of Northern firms is
clearly positive. Once the new interior equilibrium is reached then regional real incomes grow at the same
rate but it is important to emphasize that the gap in regional growth rate of real incomes is not limited
to the CP equilibrium.

Quite intuitively, the more spillovers are localized, the larger the gap. When spillovers are perfectly
localized, θn∗ (n, n∗) ≡ 0, so that the gap is maximized. Moreover, the regional real growth gap positively
depends on γ, which represents the relevance given by agents to services. From this viewpoint, if we
imagine an increase in γ compatible with a widely accepted stylized fact about structural change and
the development phase, we should conclude that our model predicts that agglomeration policies lead to
ever-increasing regional real growth gaps as development advances.

4.4 The effect of agglomeration on regional and aggregate real growth

We now analyze how the growth rates of regional and aggregate real income are affected by degrees of
industrial agglomeration. So imagine that a hypothetical central planner wants to choose between the
symmetric and the core-periphery allocation in order to maximize the growth rate of real income at the
aggregate level. By analyzing his choice we answer the first three questions of section 4.2.

For any equilibrium allocation sn, aggregate real growth is just the weighted sum of the growth rate in
the two regions, the weight being 1

2 because regions are perfectly symmetric. In any interior equilibrium
sK ∈ (0, 1) then, the aggregate real growth rate is simply the common real growth rate given by (30). In
particular, if ϕ̄(sn, n, n

∗) stands for the aggregate real growth rate, in the symmetric equilibrium:

ϕ

(
1

2
, n, n∗

)
= ϕ∗

(
1

2
, n, n∗

)
= ϕ̄

(
1

2
, n, n∗

)
= g

(
1

2

)(
α

σ − 1
− γ (θn (n, n∗) + θn∗ (n, n∗))

)
14It is worth to emphasize that the growing regional inequality would be even stronger in the presence of consumer

mobility.
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By contrast, in the CP allocation where g (1) > g∗ (1) = 0, we have:

ϕ (1, n, n∗) = g (1)

(
α

σ − 1
− γθn (n, n∗)

)
ϕ∗ (1, n, n∗) = g (1)

(
α

σ − 1
− γθn∗ (n, n∗)

)

ϕ̄ (1, n, n∗) =
ϕ (1, n, n∗) + ϕ∗ (1, n, n∗)

2
= g (1)

(
α

σ − 1
− γ (θn (n, n∗) + θn∗ (n, n∗))

2

)
(33)

for the North, the South and the whole economy respectively. Notice that, in any case, North, South and
aggregate real growth are increasing in the intensity of intersectoral knowledge spillovers.

The answers for the three previous questions is then the simple result of three comparisons between
growth rate of real income in each area (North, South and the whole economy) computed in the core-
periphery allocation and the same (common) growth rate computed in the symmetric one. To keep things
simple we assume that all spillovers elasticities are constant. We then have, for any (n, n∗):

θn (n, n∗) = θn < 0 ; θn∗ (n, n∗) = θn∗ < 0

In this case, the results of the three comparisons yield:

ϕ

(
1

2

)
> ϕ(1)⇔ γ

g (1) θn − g
(
1
2

)
(θn + θn∗)

g (1)− g
(
1
2

) >
α

σ − 1
(34)

ϕ∗
(

1

2

)
> ϕ∗(1)⇔ γ

g (1) θn∗ − g
(
1
2

)
(θn + θn∗)

g (1)− g
(
1
2

) >
α

σ − 1
(35)

ϕ̄

(
1

2

)
> ϕ̄ (1)⇔ γ

g (1) (θn+θn∗ )
2 − g

(
1
2

)
(θn + θn∗)

g (1)− g
(
1
2

) >
α

σ − 1
(36)

By considering that |θn| ≥ |θn∗ |, it is easy to see that these conditions imply:

ϕ

(
1

2

)
> ϕ(1)⇒ ϕ̄

(
1

2

)
> ϕ̄ (1)⇒ ϕ∗

(
1

2

)
> ϕ∗(1) (37)

However, when spillovers are global (|θn| = |θn∗ |), the three conditions are identical because in this
case, as stated in proposition 1, ϕ (sn) = ϕ∗ (sn) = ϕ̄ (sn) for any sn ∈ [0, 1]. Hence:

ϕ

(
1

2

)
= ϕ∗

(
1

2

)
= ϕ̄

(
1

2

)
> ϕ (1) = ϕ∗ (1) = ϕ̄ (1)⇔ −γθn

2g
(
1
2

)
− g (1)

g (1)− g
(
1
2

) >
α

σ − 1
(38)

This proves the following:

Proposition 2 (Growth effects of agglomeration at the regional and aggregate level) Agglomeration neg-
atively affects the growth rates of real income in the North, in the South and in the whole economy
according to conditions stated, respectively, in (34), (35) and (36).

When intersectoral knowledge spillovers are local, agglomeration has different impacts at the regional
and aggregate levels: a dynamic loss from agglomeration in the North implies a dynamic loss from ag-
glomeration for the whole economy which implies a dynamic loss from agglomeration in the South, but
not vice-versa. However, when intersectoral knowledge spillovers are global, agglomeration has the same
negative impact both at the aggregate and regional level and is detrimental to growth in the North, in the
South and in the whole economy whenever condition (38) holds.
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Proposition 2 states the conditions for agglomeration to be bad for growth at the regional and ag-
gregate levels and implies a less optimistic role for agglomeration with respect to the existing literature.
The role of γ, the expenditure share on non-tradable goods, is very clear: provided that the numerators
in the LHS of (34), (35) and (36) are positive (negative), an increase in γ helps these conditions to be
fulfilled (unfulfilled) and enhances the positive (negative) effect of dispersion on regional and aggregate
growth.

The next step is then to understand when the numerators in the LHS of (34), (35) and (36) are positive
or negative. As already anticipated, the effect of agglomeration on regional and aggregate growth crucially
depends on the interplay between three effects: the M−price effect, the home S−price effect and the
foreign S−price effect. When agglomeration takes place in the North expressions (28) and (29) become:

ϕ(1) =
αg (1)

σ − 1︸ ︷︷ ︸
M-price effect

− γg (1) θn︸ ︷︷ ︸
Home S-price effect

− 0︸︷︷︸
Foreign S-price effect

(39)

ϕ∗(1) =
αg (1)

σ − 1︸ ︷︷ ︸
M-price effect

− 0︸︷︷︸
Home S-price effect

− γg (1) θn∗︸ ︷︷ ︸
Foreign S-price effect

(40)

It is then clear in which cases agglomeration might be bad for regional and aggregate growth.
First consider the North: when sn = 1 both the M-price effect and the home S−price effect increase

because g (1) > g
(
1
2

)
. In other words, real growth is enhanced by agglomeration for two different reasons:

1) innovation cost is reduced and this leads to a faster decrease in the price ofM− goods; 2) the Northern
S−sector productivity dynamics benefit from a faster growth of local knowledge capital. However, as long
as intersectoral knowledge spillovers are not perfectly localized (|θn∗ | > 0), agglomeration in the North
has also a negative effect on Northern growth: when agglomeration takes place, the foreign S−price effect
(which is positive and equal to −γg

(
1
2

)
θn∗ in the symmetric case) goes to zero because the North cannot

benefit from positive spillovers coming from a growing foreign knowledge capital base. If θn∗ is large
enough and g

(
1
2

)
is not much smaller than g (1), then the negative effect of agglomeration on Northern

real growth might even overcome its positive effects, then leading to a net dynamic loss. When this is
the case, local industrialization is paradoxically detrimental to local growth.

The reason why agglomeration might be bad for Southern real growth is a bit more straightforward.
Again, Southern real growth is boosted by agglomeration in the North for two different reasons: 1)
innovation cost is reduced and this leads to a faster decrease in the price of M− goods (produced in
the North but also traded in the South); 2) as long as intersectoral spillovers are not perfectly localized
the Southern S−sector productivity growth also benefits from a faster growth of knowledge capital
located in the North. However, agglomeration in the North means deindustrialization in the South: when
manufacturing firms have no incentive to invest in knowledge capital in the South, the home S−price
effect (which is positive and equal to −γg

(
1
2

)
θn in the symmetric case) goes to zero. When θn is large

enough and g
(
1
2

)
is not too smaller than g (1), then the negative effect of agglomeration on Southern real

growth might well overcome its positive effects, then leading to a net dynamic loss in the South. When
this is the case, local deindustrialization is detrimental to local growth.

Finally, the potential dynamic aggregate loss stems from a combination of these two outcomes. On the
one hand, overall real growth is boosted by agglomeration in the North for three reasons: 1) innovation
cost is reduced 2) northern and (to a lesser extent) 3) southern S−goods price dynamics are positively
affected by a faster growth of knowledge capital. On the other hand, agglomeration in the North reduces
aggregate real growth because both Southern and (to a lesser extent) Northern S− goods productivity
cannot benefit from knowledge capital located in the South. Again, when θn, θn∗ are large enough and
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g
(
1
2

)
is not too far from g (1) , then agglomeration is bad for aggregate growth.

But proposition 2 also tells us that, as long as |θn| > |θn∗ |, the (negative or positive) impact of
agglomeration on growth is different among regions and for the whole economy. In particular, it is more
likely that agglomeration will be more harmful for the South because, when intersectoral spillovers are
not global, the damage due to local deindustrialization (home S−price effect) is larger than the damage
due to foreign deindustrialization (foreign S−price effect). As for aggregate real growth, the latter being
simply the average between Southern and Northern growth, an aggregate loss from agglomeration in the
North is more likely than a Northern loss and less likely than a Southern loss.

5 Agglomeration, interregional equity and global efficiency

In this section, we analyze in detail the existence of a trade-off between interregional equity and global
efficiency. We measure the latter in terms of aggregate growth of regional real income (or consumption),
while the measure of interregional equity requires some more observations.

The most common (inverse) measure of interregional equity in the literature is sE = E
Ew , i.e. the

share of expenditure in the north, which also can be thought as a measure of income inequality between
north and south (Baldwin et al. 2004). Such measure is for instance used by Martin (1999) who explicitly
assesses the trade-off between regional equity and aggregate growth. A slightly different measure is used
by Martin and Dupont (2006) who also deal with regional equity problems: they use sy = Y

Y w i.e. the
share of global income in the north but since their model is static expenditure and income coincide.
Finally, Dupont (2007), who analyses the relation between agglomeration, growth and individual and
regional disparity, focuses on the differential between regional real consumption levels (in our symbolism
E
P /

E∗

P∗ ) and shows that reasoning with welfare function or real income yields to the same conclusions.
It is possible to show 15 that in NEGG models more agglomeration (i.e. a more unequal spatial

distribution of industrial activities) is always associated to more interregional inequality (and then less
interregional equity) in terms of the three measures above presented. More precisely, the core-periphery
equilibrium (sn = 1) is associated to a higher value of sE , a higher value of sY and a higher value of
E
P /

E∗

P∗ with respect to the symmetric equilibrium (sn = 1/2). Remarkably, such conclusion holds both
when capital is immobile and when capital is mobile across regions. Since this conclusion also holds (and
it is actually reinforced) in our model, we are entitled to use sn, the degree of agglomeration and of
spatial inequality, as a proxy for the degree or interregional inequality.

As already said, according to standard NEGG models, agglomeration is always good for long-run real
growth as there are no dynamic losses (for both the core and the periphery) associated to a higher degree
of spatial concentration of industrial activities. Hence, given the previous observations, such models do
exhibit a trade-off between global efficiency and interregional equity: when industry is concentrated in
the north, the growth rate of real income in both regions is higher because the cost of innovation is lower
(due to localized spillovers) but the degree of regional inequality is also higher as the north enjoys a
higher share of regional nominal and real consumption/income.

However, such common agreement on the role of agglomeration is not confirmed by the empirical
evidence according to which the positive relation between agglomeration and aggregate growth appears
to be limited to early stages of development. In this section we propose a rationale in order to reconcile
theory with empirical evidence. As we have seen in proposition 2, the introduction of a non-tradable
sector gives rise to some negative effects of agglomeration for both the periphery and the core. When
the dynamic losses from agglomeration offset the dynamic gains of agglomeration, the trade-off between

15Computations are straighforward and they are available at request.

20



aggregate growth and interregional equity simply disappears. And, interestingly, our model predicts
that such result, as the empirical evidence suggests, is more likely to hold in more advanced stages of
development. In order to see this, rewrite expression (36) as:

−γ (θn + θn∗)

(
g

(
1

2

)
− g (1)

2

)
>

α

σ − 1

(
g (1)− g

(
1

2

))
(41)

which reveals that, the RHS being strictly positive, a necessary (but not sufficient) condition for agglom-
eration to be detrimental to aggregate growth is the LHS to be strictly positive as well. Since γ (θn + θn∗)

is negative, that happens when g(1)
2 < g

(
1
2

)
- i.e. the growth rate of knowledge capital in the symmetric

equilibrium is larger than half of the growth rate of knowledge capital in the core-periphery outcome. It
is clear how λ, the spatial range of intertemporal spillovers within the innovating sector, has a crucial
role in this condition. By using ((22) and (21)) we obtain:

g (1)

2
< g

(
1

2

)
⇔ λ >

ρ (σ − α)

2Lα
(42)

which tells us that λ should be large enough in order for the trade-off to disappear. This condition on λ
is very important because when it does not hold, the role of γ and (θn + θn∗) is reversed.

If the term γ (θn + θn∗) is not large enough, condition (42) is not sufficient for (41) to be true.
Assuming (42) holds and by substituting for the value of g (1) and g

(
1
2

)
in (41), the latter becomes:

−γ (θn + θn∗) >
2 (1− λ)Lα2

(σ − 1) (2λLα− ρ (σ − α)) .
(43)

Condition (43) is the main target of our analysis. Notice that the RHS (positive by (42)) is decreasing
in λ while the LHS is increasing in γ and in |θn + θn∗ |. This proves the following

Proposition 3 (Trade off between equity and efficiency) There is no trade-off between interregional
equity and global efficiency when condition (42) and condition (43) hold. That happens when

1. the intertemporal knowledge spillovers λ is large enough and necessarily larger than ρ(σ−α)
2Lα

2. the expenditure share on non-tradable goods γ is large enough

3. the absolute value of the sum of the home and foreign components of the intersectoral knowledge
spillovers |θn + θn∗ | is large enough

This proposition deserves some comments. First of all, it states that the trade-off disappears when the
intrasectoral spillovers are globalized enough. If we interpret λ in a historical perspective - along the
lines of Martin (1999), Baldwin et al. (2001) - we should expect an over time increase in the degree of
globalization of technology spillovers as a result of the continuous progress in the technology of information
diffusion (Keller (2002)). Hence, condition (43) predicts that the strength of the trade-off between
aggregate growth and interregional equity is likely to lose importance and eventually disappear as time
goes by. Moreover, if we accept (as Peri (2005) argues among others) that the spatial range of technological
spillovers is larger in more developed and innovative countries, then condition (43) also predicts, once
again in agreement with the empirical evidence, that the positive effect of agglomeration on aggregate
growth is more likely to be a prerogative of developing countries while such positive effect is doomed to
disappear, and eventually turn into a negative effect, with the process of economic development.

Second, the proposition states that, in order for the trade-off to disappear, non-tradable goods should
be important enough for the representative consumer. As argued in section 2.4, the empirical evidence
on structural change shows how such importance has been constantly increasing over time at the world
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level in the last 30 years. Moreover, it is widely accepted that the importance of non-tradable services
in the utility function is larger in more advanced stages of development. In other words, condition (43)
predicts that the trade-off between interregional equity and global efficiency is more likely to exist in
developing countries where services are less important. By contrast, agglomeration is more likely to slow
down aggregate real growth in more developed countries.

Finally, proposition 3 gives a crucial role to the intensity of home and foreign intersectoral spillovers,
(θn + θn∗), which should be large enough in order for the trade-off to disappear. Intuition suggests that,
if intersectoral and intrasectoral knowledge spillovers share a common nature, the behaviour of (θn+θn∗)

across time and across countries should resemble λ’s behaviour. Hence, (θn+ θn∗) is expected to increase
overtime and to be larger in richer countries where knowledge diffusion is less constrained.

These considerations, together with the recent empirical findings which support the “Williamson
hypothesis” - agglomeration boosts GDP growth only up to a certain level of economic development -
suggest that the mechanism introduced in our model might be a good candidate to reconcile the theoretical
and empirical counterparts of NEGG literature.

5.1 A simple calibration exercise

To the best of our knowledge, there are no empirical studies aimed at measuring the strength and intensity
of intersectoral spillovers between manufactures and non-tradables in an NEGG framework. Hence, to
give an idea of the required magnitude of the externality (θn + θn∗) for condition (43) to hold, we
perform a simple calibration exercise as displayed in table 1. The last column of the table reports the
implied minimum value of |θn + θn∗ | such that condition (43) is satisfied - and than the trade-off between
aggregate real growth and interregional equity disappears - for some given values of the parameters σ, L,
γ, ρ, α and λ. The first line, which we call the base case, presents numerical values which are consistent
with those usually chosen in the literature (see especially Martin and Ottaviano (1999)). The other lines
illustrate how the results are sensitive to each single parameter involved in condition (43) with respect
to the base case. While the values of σ, L and ρ are quite standard in the literature, it is worth spending
some words on the baseline values chosen for γ, α and λ.

γ and α, representing respectively the expenditure share for the S and for the M -goods, are strictly
connected as their sum must be strictly smaller than unity (being γ+α+β = 1). For these reason, their
deviation from baseline values is jointly computed. The baseline values chosen for these parameters -
respectively 0.7 and 0.2 - are computed from the STAN database in order to fit a middle-income economy
like Turkey, South Africa or Russia. On the other hand, the values γ = 0.8 and α = 0.15 and γ = 0.5

and α = 0.25 are suitable for more developed and less developed countries respectively.
As for λ, an estimate which fits with the meaning of this parameter in our model cannot easily be

found in the literature. Two important empirical works on this subject are Peri (2005) and Keller (2002).
Peri (2005) finds that only 20% of average knowledge is learned outside the average region of origin which
suggests that, in an economy with only two regions, a plausible value for λ could be 0.2. On the other
hand, Keller (2002) finds that the productivity effect from foreign R&D is 20% larger than home R&D,
suggesting a value of 1.2 for λ, which is not feasible in our model. Taking all these into account, and
still being conservative with λ in order not to underestimate the implied values of |θn + θn∗ |, we choose
a reference value of 0.6, with 0.4 and 0.8 as lower and upper deviations.

The implied value for |θn + θn∗ | in the reference case is 0.11 meaning that, with the reference parameter
values, a 100% increase of home and foreign knowledge capital should reduce the local S-sector production
cost by at least 11% in order for agglomeration to be bad for aggregate growth of real income. By
considering the deviations from the reference case, the implied values for |θn + θn∗ | range from 3% (with
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Table 1: Sensitivity Analysis
σ L γ α ρ λ |θn + θn∗ |
4 2 0.7 0.2 0.05 0.6 0.11 base case
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 0.4 0.35
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 0.8 0.03
· · · · · · · · · · · · 0.02 · · · 0.08
· · · · · · · · · · · · 0.08 · · · 0.17
· · · · · · 0.5 0.25 · · · · · · 0.16
· · · · · · 0.8 0.15 · · · · · · 0.09
· · · 2000000 · · · · · · · · · · · · 0.06
· · · 20000000 · · · · · · · · · · · · 0.06
3 · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 0.13
5 · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 0.10

λ=0.8) to 35% (with λ=0.4), showing that condition (43), and therefore the existence or non-existence of
the trade-off, is highly sentitive to the spatial range of intrasectoral knowledge spillovers. We think that
the implied values of |θn + θn∗ | are highly plausible and therefore our model predicts that the trade-off
between interregional equity and global efficiency might not exist for a wide range of real economies,
especially those who are less-developed.

6 Conclusions

A robust implication of the NEG theoretical literature is that, in the presence of intertemporal localized
knowledge spillovers in the innovation sector, it is possible to increase the long-run aggregate economic
growth and, at the same time, to leave it uniform across regions, by promoting policies aimed at favoring
the agglomeration of the industrial sector in only one region. This theoretical statement encompasses
four results: 1) agglomeration is always good for growth in the core region; 2) agglomeration is always
good for growth in the peripheral region; 3) agglomeration is always good for growth at the aggregate
level; 4) for any degree of agglomeration, the growth rates of regional real income are always the same.

These results, which are not supported by the empirical evidence, are challenged in our paper. By
introducing intersectoral localized knowledge spillovers between innovation and the newly added service
sector (a deviation for which we provide empirical support), we have shown that the growth effect of
agglomeration is more puzzling. As this deviation generates both an anti-growth and a pro-growth
effect of agglomeration for both the deindustrializing and the industrializing regions, we find that 1)
regional growth rates of real income are always different when agglomeration takes place, being lower
in the periphery; 2) agglomeration may have a negative effect on the growth rate of real income, both
at the regional and at the aggregate level. In particular, we have found that the trade-off between
interregional equity (in terms of spatial allocation of firms) and global efficiency (in terms of growth rate
of aggregate real income), loses relevance and is eventually reversed when: 1) the spatial range of the
intrasectoral spillovers within the R&D sector; 2) the external benefit of local and foreign knowledge
capital on non-tradable sector productivity; 3) the expenditure share on non-tradable goods are all large
enough. These findings are consistent with the recent empirical evidence which supports the “Williamson
hypothesis”: agglomeration boosts GDP growth only up to a certain level of economic development.
A simple calibration exercise shows that the minimum implied values of the intersectoral knowledge
spillovers in order for agglomeration to be bad for growth are highly plausible. Hence, our paper provides
a natural mechanism to reconcile theory with the empirical evidence.
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Considering the appeal that NEG theoretical statements have on policy-makers, we believe these
results have strong policy implications as they suggest policy rules which, in some cases, are opposite
from those recommended by the existing literature: concentrating economic activities in only one region
may be welfare-harming both at the regional and at the aggregate level and may generate ever-increasing
regional income disparities. Applying these implications to the EU case, our claim would be that European
Regional Policies - which clearly favor industrial dispersion - may have a growth effect not only for the
peripheral regions (as empirically evidenced by Busillo et al. (2010)) but also for the whole economy and
even, quite surprisingly, for the core regions. Our model suggests that the likelihood of these conclusions
increases with the level of economic development. It is important to highlight that, as long as integration
is believed to strengthen concentration forces and to activate the agglomeration process, our conclusions
also imply that, especially in more developed countries, integration policies might be bad for both regional
and aggregate growth.

References

[1] Baldwin, R., Forslid, R., 2000. The Core-Periphery Model and Endogenous Growth: Stabilizing and
De-Stabilizing Integration, Economica 67, 307-324.

[2] Baldwin, R., Forslid, R., Martin, P., Ottaviano, G., Robert-Nicoud, F., 2004. Economic Geography
and Public Policy, Princeton: Princeton University Press.

[3] Baldwin, R., Martin, P., Ottaviano, G., 2001. Global Income Divergence, Trade, and Industrializa-
tion: The Geography of Growt Take-Offs, Journal of Economic Growth 6, 5-37.

[4] Belderbos R., Mohnen P., 2013. Intersectoral and international R&D spillovers, SIMPATIC working
paper no. 02.

[5] Behrens, K., 2004. Agglomeration without trade: how non-traded goods shape the space-economy,
Journal of Urban Economics 55, 68-92.

[6] Bellone, F., Maupertuis, M., 2003. Economic Integration and Regional Income Inequalities: Com-
peting Dynamics of Regional Wages and Innovative Capabilities, Review of International Economics
11, 512-526.

[7] Bhagwati, J. N., 1984a. Why are services cheaper in the poor countries?, The Economic Journal 94,
279-286.

[8] Blinder, A., 2005. Fear of Offshoring, CEPS Working Paper No. 119.

[9] Brühlart, M., Sbergami, F., 2009. Agglomeration and growth: Cross-country evidence, Journal of
Urban Economics 65, 48-63.

[10] Buera, F., Kaboski, J., 2009. Can Traditional Theories of Structural Change Fit The Data?, Journal
of the European Economic Association 7, 469-477.

[11] Busillo, F., Muccigrosso, T., Pellegrini, G., Tarola, O., Terribile, F., 2010. Measuring the Impact
of the European Regional Policy on Economic Growth: a Regression Discontinuity Design Ap-
proach, Working Paper 6/2010, Dipartimento di Teoria Economica e Metodi quantitativi per le
Scelte Politiche, La Sapienza University, Rome.

24



[12] Castellacci, F., 2008. Technological paradigms, regimes and trajectories: Manufacturing and service
industries in a new taxonomy of sectoral patterns of innovation, Research Policy 37, 978-994.

[13] Castellacci, F., 2010. Structural Change And The Growth Of Industrial Sectors: Empirical Test Of
A Gpt Model, Review of Income and Wealth 56, 449-482.

[14] Cerina, F., Pigliaru, F., 2007. Agglomeration and Growth: a critical assessment, in: Bernard Fin-
gleton (ed.), New Directions in Economic Geography, Chelthenam: Edward Elgar.

[15] Cerina, F., Mureddu, F., 2012. Agglomeration and Growth with Endogenous Expenditure Shares,
Journal of Regional Science 52, 24-60.

[16] Cerina, F., Mureddu, F., 2013. Structural Change and Growth in a NEG model, Review of Devel-
opment Economics 17, 182-200.

[17] Dixit, A.K., Stiglitz, J.E., 1977. Monopolistic Competition and optimum product diversity, American
Economic Review 67, 297-308.

[18] Dupont V., 2007. Do geographical agglomeration, growth and equity conflict?, Papers in Regional
Science 86, 193-213.

[19] Dupont, V., Martin, P., 2006. Subsidies to poor regions and inequalities: some unpleasant arithmetic,
Journal of Economic Geography 6, 223-240.

[20] EU Commission, 2001. Second Report on Economic and Social Cohesion, Brussels,
http://europa.eu.int./comm/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/reports/contentpdf_enf.htm.

[21] Fujita, M, Thisse, J.F., 2003. Does Geographical Agglomeration Foster Economic Growth? And
Who Gains and Loses from It?, The Japanese Economic Review 54, 121-145

[22] Gardiner, B., Martin, R., Tayler, P., 2004. Competitiveness, Productivity and Economic Growth
across the European Regions, Regional Studies 38, 1045-67.

[23] Giannetti, M., 2002. The Effects of Integration on Regional Disparities: Convergence, Divergence or
Both?, European Economic Review 46, 539-67.

[24] Glaeser, E., Kallal, H., Scheinkman, J., Shleifer, A., 1992. Growth in Cities, Journal of Political
Economy 100, 1126-52.

[25] Guerrieri, V., Meliciani, F., 2005. Technology and international competitiveness: The interdepen-
dence between manufacturing and producer services, Structural Change and Economic Dynamics
16, 489-502.

[26] Henderson, J. V., 2003. The urbanization process and economic growth: The so-what question,
Journal of Economic Growth 8, 47-71.

[27] Henderson, J. V., Shalizi, Z., Venables, Anthony J., 2001. Geography and development, Journal of
Economic Geography 1, 81-105.

[28] Kaiser, U., 2002. Measuring knowledge spillovers in manufacturing and services: an empirical as-
sessment of alternative approaches, Research Policy 31, 125-144.

[29] Keller, W., 2002. Geographic Localization of International Technology Diffusion, American Economic
Review 92, 120-142, March.

25



[30] Krugman, P., 1991. Increasing Return and Economic Geography, Journal of Political Economy 99,
483-99.

[31] Kuznets, S., 1973. Modern Economic Growth: Findings and Reflections, American Economic Review
63, 247-58.

[32] Leite V, Castro S., and Correia-da-Silva J., 2013. A third sector in the core-periphery model: non-
tradable goods, Annals of Regional Science 50, 71-108.

[33] Martin, P., 1999. Public Policies, Regional Inequalities and Growth, Journal of Public Economics
73, 85-105.

[34] Martin, P., Ottaviano, G., 1999. Growing Locations: Industry Location in a Model of Endogenous
Growth, European Economic Review 43, 281-302.

[35] Murata, Y., 2008. Engel’s law, Petty’s law, and agglomeration, Journal of Development Economics
87, 161-177.

[36] Paci, R., Pigliaru, F. 2002. Technological Diffusion, Spatial Spillovers and Regional Convergence in
Europe, In Cuadrado-Roura, J., Parellada, M. (eds.) Regional Convergence in the European Union:
Facts, Prospects and Policies. Heidelberg and New York: Springer.

[37] Park, J., 2004. International and Intersectoral R&D Spillovers in the OECD and East Asian
Economies, Economic Inquiry 42, 739-757.

[38] Park, S., Chan, K., 1989. A cross-country input-output analysis of intersectoral relationships between
manufacturing and services and their employment implications, World Development 17, 199-212.

[39] Peri, G., 2005. Determinants of Knowledge Flows and their Effect on Innovation, Review of Eco-
nomics and Statistics 87, 308-322.

[40] Potì, B., Cerulli, G., 2009. Measuring Intersectoral Knowledge Spillovers: an Application of Sensi-
tivity Analysis to Italy, Economic Systems Research 21, 409-436.

[41] Quella, N., 2009. Knowledge Spillovers and TFP Growth Rates, Department of Economics Working
Papers 09-03, Stony Brook University.

[42] Puga, D. 2002. European regional policies in light of recent location theories, Journal of Economic
Geography 4, 373-406.

[43] Romer, P., 1990. Endogenous Technological Change, Journal of Political Economy 98, S71-S102.

[44] Sbergami, F., 2002. Agglomeration and Economic Growth: Some Puzzles, HEI working paper No:
02/2002.

[45] Tabuchi, T., Thisse, J.F., 2002. Regional Specialization and Transport Costs, CEPR working paper,
n. 3542.

[46] van Meijl, H., 1997. Measuring the Impact of Direct and Indirect R&D on the Productivity Growth
of Industries: Using the Yale Technology Concordance, Economic Systems Research 9, 205-11.

[47] Williamson, J., 1965. Regional inequality and the process of national development, Economic Devel-
opment and Cultural Change 13, 3-45.

[48] World Bank, 2007. World Development Indicators 2008, Washington, DC: The World Bank.

26



Ultimi Contributi di Ricerca CRENoS 
 
I Paper sono disponibili in: Uhttp://www.crenos.itU 
 

09/12 Fede r i c o  Crudu ,  “GMM, Genera l ized Empir ica l  
L ike l ihood,  and Time Ser ies”  

09/11 Franc e s ca  Mame l i ,  Gera rdo  Mar l e t t o ,  “Can nat iona l  survey  
data  be  used to  se lect  a  core  se t  of  ind ica tors  for  
moni tor ing the  susta inabi l i ty  of  urban mobi l i ty  
pol ic ies?”  

09/10 Emanue la  Marro cu ,  Ra f fa e l e  Pa c i ,  “They arr ive  wi th  new 
informat ion .  Tour ism f lows  and product ion eff ic iency  
in  the  European reg ions”  

09/09 Oliv i e r o  A.  Carbon i ,  “An Empirical investigation of the 
Determinants of R&D Cooperation” 

09/08 Fab iano  S ch i va rd i ,  El iana  Viv iano ,  “Entry  Barr iers  in  
Reta i l  Trade” 

09/07 Rina ldo  Brau ,  Car l o  Car ra ro ,  “The Des ign of  Voluntary  
Agreements  in  Ol igopol i s t ic  Markets”  

09/06 Franc e s ca  Mame l i ,  Gera rdo  Mar l e t t o ,  “A par t ic ipat ive  
procedure  to  se lect  ind ica tors  of  susta inable  urban 
mobi l i ty  pol ic ies”  

09/05 Claud io  De to t t o ,  Manue la  Pu l ina ,  “Does more  cr ime mean 
fewer  jobs?  An ARDL model”   

09/04 Franc e s c o  P i g l i a ru ,  “Pers i s tent  Reg iona l  Gaps and the  
Role  of  Soc ia l  Capi ta l :  Hints  f rom the  I ta l i an  
Mezzogiorno’s  case”  

09/03 Giovann i  Su l i s ,  “Wage Returns  to  Exper ience  and 
Tenure  for  Young Men in  I ta ly”  

09/02 Guido  Fe r ra r i ,  Gio r g i o  Garau ,  Pa t r iz i o  Le c ca ,  
“Construct ing  a  Soc ia l  Account ing  Matr ix  for  Sard in ia”  

09/01 Gior g i o  Garau ,  Pa t r iz i o  Le c ca ,  Luc ia  S ch i r ru ,  “Does 
Def la t ion Method Matter  for  Product iv i ty  Measures?” 

08/23 Barbara  De t t o r i ,  Emanue la  Marro cu ,  Ra f fa e l e  Pa c i ,  “Total 
factor productivity, intangible assets and spatial dependence in the 
European regions” 

08/22 Fab io  Cer ina ,  Sauv eu r  Giannon i ,  “Pol lut ion Adverse  
Tour is ts  and Growth” 

08/21 Car ina  Hir s ch ,Giovann i  Su l i s ,  “Schooling, Production Structure 
and Growth: An Empirical Analysis on Italian Regions” 

08/20 Fab io  Cer ina ,  Fran c e s c o  Mureddu ,  “Agglomerat ion and 
Growth wi th  Endogenous Expedi ture  Shares”  

08/19 Dimi t r i  Pao l in i ,  “Screening and short  –  term contracts”  
08/18 Mass imo  De l  Gat t o ,  Adr iana  Di  Lib e r t o ,  Carme l o  Pe t ra g l i a ,  

“Measur ing  Product iv i ty”  
08/17 Edoardo  Ot ran to ,  “Ident i fy ing  Financ ia l  T ime Ser ies  

wi th  S imi lar  Dynamic  Condi t iona l  Corre la t ion”  
08/16 Rina ldo  Brau ,  Ra f fa e l e  Doronzo ,  Car l o  V.  F io r i o ,  Mass imo  

F lo r i o ,  “Gas Industry  Reforms and Consumers ’  Pr ices  
in  the  European Union:  an  Empir ica l  Ana lys i s”  

08/15 Oliv i e r o  A.  Carbon i ,  “The Effect  of  R&D Subs id ies  on 
Pr ivate  R&D:Evidence f rom I ta l i an  Manufactur ing  
Data”  

08/14 Gerardo  Mar l e t t o ,  “Gett ing  out  of  the  car .  An 
inst i tu t iona l/evolut ionary  approach to  susta inable  
t ransport  po l ic ies"   

08/13 Franc e s c o  L i s i ,  Edoardo  Ot ran to ,  “Cluster ing  Mutua l  
Funds by  Return and Risk  Leve ls”  

08/12 Adr iana  Di  Lib e r t o ,  Fran c e s c o  P i g l i a ru ,  P i e r g i o r g i o  Che lu c c i ,  
“Internat iona l  TFP Dynamics  and Human Capi ta l  
S tocks :  a  Pane l  Data  Analys i s ,  1960-2003”  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finito di stampare nel mese di Novembre 2009 
Presso studiografico&stampadigitale Copy Right 

Via Torre Tonda 8 – Tel. 079.200395 – Fax 079.4360444 
07100 Sassari 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.crenos.it 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


	WP09_13 vecchio 1
	WP09_13 vecchio 2
	13
	WP09_13 vecchio 36
	WP09_13 vecchio 37
	WP09_13 vecchio 38



